JOURNALISM
B.A-PAPER 1- INTRODUCTION TO JOURNALISM AND MEDIA
FIRST SEMESTER
SEP SYLLABUS (2024 ONWARDS)

NO. OF CREDITS: 5 TOTAL NO. OF HOURS: 60
TOTAL NO. OF PRACTICAL HOURS: 45

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

e To provide students with an insight into the world of journalism

e To develop critical thinking and an ethical outlook among students

e To help them critically analyse and evaluate the contemporary media scenario based
onestablished and evolving theoretical concepts

e To help students make a foray into the world of journalism by providing them with an
overviewof Journalism — its foundations, inherent challenges and limitless possibilities.

COURSE OUTCOMES

e Students delve into the fundamentals of media and understand the basic concepts of
journalism

e Students gain an insight into contemporary media scenario and learn to critically analyse
mediacontent based on existing and evolving concepts

e Students learn to think critically and improve upon their writing skills

UNIT -1 15 HRS
MASS COMMUNICATION AND JOURNALISM

Understanding Communication, Journalism as a form of Mass Communication: Definition,
nature, scope, functions; Evolution and History of Journalism — Global and Indian Scenario;
Journalism in ademocracy

UNIT 2 15 HRS
MEDIUM FOR JOURNALISM

Print, Radio, Television, New Media — Characteristics, Scope and Limitations; Kinds of
Journalism: Mainstream, Alternative, Convergence; Beat Reporting, Investigative, Tabloid
Journalism, Photojournalism; Participatory — Advocacy Journalism, Citizen Journalism

UNIT -3 15 HRS
NEWSPAPERS AND MAGAZINES

Characteristics, Types; Parts of a Newspaper; Newspaper Organisation — Departments and
Functions; News: Definition, Characteristics, Types; News Values; News Sources, News
Agencies;Journalism Terminologies

UNIT - 4 15 HRS
THEORIES AND CONCEPTS IN JOURNALISM:

Characteristics, Types; Parts of a Newspaper; Newspaper Organisation — Departments and
functions; News: Definition, Characteristics, Types; News Values; News Sources, News
Agencies; Journalism Terminologies
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CONTINUOUS CRITICAL AND MEDIA-SPECIFIC EXERCISES

1. Students read newspapers and online news and analyse them critically as a part of
the coursework and maintain a News Diary that hones their critical thinking and
news analysis skills
This activity is designed to hone their critical thinking, improve their knowledge of
currentaffairs and help them engage with news in an analytical manner

2. Students are required to read suggested texts and critically analyse the same and submit
reports.
This exercise is designed to improve their reading and enhance their worldview

3. In order to hone their writing skills and help them differentiate between different forms
of writing, students are required to work extensively on writing assignments and short
literary projects. The written and teacher- assessed assignments of the students would be
compiled into a journal called ‘The Bundle’.
This activity is designed to enhance the writing skills of the students

4. Debates, discussions and analysis of current affairs and on contemporary media
industry will bepart of the curriculum, each week of the semester.
This activity would help students think independently and express their views in a forum.

END SEMESTER PRACTICAL EXAMINATION

A viva voce is conducted wherein students present their ‘News Diary’ as well as their
“The Bundle’and are assessed on their work and the progress they have made through the
semester.

Students are also evaluated on their knowledge of current affairs and their ability to
relate thetheoretical concepts that they have learnt with contemporary media scenario.
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